
THERE ARE MANY OTHER CAREERS IN

PHARMACY ASIDE FROM THE MAIN ONES

IN COMMUNITY, HOSPITAL AND INDUSTRY.

FOR EXAMPLE:

PHARMACISTS WITH SPECIAL INTERESTS 

are involved with developing their skills and

expertise in specialist areas such as cancer 

or diabetes. 

PRIMARY CARE PHARMACISTS/
PRESCRIBING ADVISORS  
work for NHS organisations that are in charge of

a range of local health services - such as doctor’s

surgeries and community pharmacies. Their job

is to ensure the best use of medicines and

resources across the area. In some places

practice pharmacists or primary care pharmacists

also run medication review clinics and have lots

of patient contact.

ACADEMIC PHARMACISTS  
are involved in teaching or research and usually

work in universities, research institutes and other

organisations throughout the world. VETERINARY PHARMACISTS   

work with animals, providing support and help

to vets and others involved with caring for

animals such as farmers or racehorse trainers.

INDUSTRIAL PHARMACISTS DO MANY

THINGS BUT THEY ARE MAINLY INVOLVED

IN THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF

NEW MEDICINES, ENSURING THEIR SAFETY

AND QUALITY. 

Imagine how rewarding it would be to be 

part of a team
 responsible for creatin

g and

marketing a drug that helps millions of people

all over the world? 

Industrial pharmacy can be an extremely

rewarding career 
path leading to managerial

positions within pharmaceutical companies.

Working in this excitin
g area o

f pharmacy means

you will be using the latest 
technologies,

processes a
nd methods to develop new

medicines for patients. 

You could also be involved in the quality

checking process as 
a Qualified Person (QP)

with a highly responsible job checking that

the medicines your company makes have the

correct ingredients and in the right amounts.

PHARMACISTS ARE THE COUNTRY’S MAIN EXPERTS IN

MEDICINES AND PHARMACY IS ONE OF THE FASTEST

GROWING AREAS OF HEALTHCARE. 

COMMUNITY PHARMACISTS WORK 

AT TH
E FRONTLINE OF HEALTHCARE 

IN CITIES, TOWNS AND VILLAGES

ACROSS GREAT BRITAIN. THEY WORK

FROM THEIR OWN PHARMACIES OR

OUT OF LOCAL HEALTHCARE CENTRES

AND DOCTOR’S SURGERIES.

As a community pharmacist yo
ur job would

be all ab
out helping the public, asse

ssing

their conditions and making decisions about

which medicines they should take. Yo
u’ll be

involved in dispensing medicines and offering

your patients advice and practical 
help on

keeping healthy. It is a
 very re

sponsible job

and community pharmacists te
nd to be highly

respected members of their communities.

Community pharmacists ar
e also taking on

more of the clinical roles that have trad
itionally

been undertaken by doctors, such as the

management of asthma and diabetes as 
well

as blood pressure testin
g. They also help

people give up smoking, alter th
eir diets to

make them healthier and advise on sexual

health matters.

Some community pharmacists o
wn their own

businesses an
d enjoy the challenges of financial

management and responsibility for staff, s
tock

and premises that this brings. Others work for

large high street p
harmacy chains and have

the opportunity to move around within an

established company structure.

HOSPITAL PHARMACISTS ARE A

VITAL PART OF THE HEALTHCARE

TEAM. WORKING IN EITHER THE
NHS OR PRIVATE HOSPITALS,

BEING A HOSPITAL PHARMACIST

MEANS YOU’RE PART OF A TEAM
WHERE THE FOCUS IS FIRMLYON PATIENTS. 

In a hospital pharmacy department there are many

areas you can get involved in. Like doctors,

pharmacists regularly attend ward rounds and are

more involved in selecting treatments for patients than

ever before. Aside from working on the wards, there is

the manufacturing of sterile medicines, managing the

care of patients with all types of conditions, working

in the dispensary, providing information on medicines

and managing the purchase of medicines for the

whole hospital. You can also get involved in general

management of the hospital itself.

Some pharmacists specialise as consultants (or as

pharmacists with specialist interests) in many areas

such as haematology (blood), nephrology (kidneys),

respiratory medicine, cardiology (heart), urology

(urinary), diabetes, gastroenterology (stomach and

intestines), infectious diseases, paediatrics (children)

and care of the elderly. 

CARING, PROFESSIONAL, 
EXPERTS IN MEDICINES

IF YOU’RE WONDERING WHICH
EXAMS TO TAKE AND ARE
THINKING OF GOING TO
UNIVERSITY YOU’LL FIND THIS
LEAFLET VERY USEFUL INDEED. IT HAS BEEN WRITTEN BY THE

ROYAL PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY

OF GREAT BRITAIN (RPSGB) TO
GIVE YOU MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE WIDE VARIETY OF
CAREERS AVAILABLE IN PHARMACY. 
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“Being a community pharmacist I
 am

now able to advise o
n conventional

medicine and complementary m
edicine

together with nutrition.

This has raised
 my profile as a 

pharmacist

and I am being approached by many

health magazines to write artic
les on

current health issues, whilst radio stations

have also
 asked me to speak on many

health issues involving nutrition. 

Currently I am
 studying the Independent

Prescribing course and this will give me

further challenges in my career
 and the

opportunity to integrate with other

health professionals.”

NINA AGRAVAT

COMMUNITY PHARMACIST

AND NUTRITIONAL ADVISOR
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"As a consultant pharmacist working 

in a busy hospital, my role is all about

ensuring the safe, effective and economic

use of medicines in emergency and

intensive care settings.
It is a very important job and I have a

huge amount of responsibility for
people's lives. Patients in intensive care

have multiple problems that can change

quickly and require both unusual medicine

preparations and unusual doses.
Sometimes it can be very stressful but 

at the end of the day I work as part of 

a team with doctors, nurses and other

healthcare professionals so it feels good

when you use your skills and expertise

to make someone better."

MARK TOMLINCONSULTANT PHARMACIST,
CRITICAL CARE

INDUSTRIAL

PHARMACY
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“Fulfilling, fasci
nating and fun are a

 few

words I would use to
 describe working

 as an

industrial 
pharmacist i

n Researc
h &

Development (R&D) at an
 international

pharmaceutical c
ompany.

I am motivated by inventing new

medicines that improve and save people’s

lives and I feel lik
e I am doing something

positive an
d rewarding on a daily basis. 

I get to w
ork at th

e forefro
nt of cut

ting edge

science, alongside world class re
searchers.

Each day is different and involves a

combination of laboratory work and

attending technical meetings. This diversity

- in addition to the many opportunities to

grow and develop, move departments,

travel overseas 
and take ad

vantage of

some excelle
nt company benefits - m

akes

working in industry an extremely attra
ctive

career o
ption. I am thrilled to be part of

this industry and I look forward with

excitement to the rest o
f my career

!”

SONIA PATEL

SENIOR ASSOCIATE S
CIENTIST 

OTHER PHARMACYCAREERS
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“I am a veterinary pharmacist running 

a business that operates from an

agricultural pharmacy. 
My role is to advise farmers on veterinary

medicines, nutritional supplements,
seeds and provide a full service for crop

production. Agricultural pharmacy is very

dynamic and I spend my time advising

farmers on how best to treat a wide
variety of livestock ailments. It’s a
rewarding job and although working with

farmers can be challenging it is certainly

always interesting!”

ROD JONES
VETERINARY PHARMACIST
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In the next 50 years we will see some amazing

developments in science that will lead to the

introduction of new medicines for all kinds of

illnesses and diseases. Pharmacists will be

involved with these new medicines every step of

the way, from their development in the lab to their

distribution in the community and in hospitals.
WHERE CAN PHARMACY TAKE ME?

The answer to this is anywhere! Pharmacists’ skills

are in demand worldwide. Pharmacists are expert

health professionals and after five years of study

and training you’ll find many doors open to you

and a career that offers security, flexibility, variety,

opportunity, satisfaction and excellent rewards.

WHAT’S THE PAY LIKE?
Although RPSGB cannot advise on exact salary

figures, a quick survey shows that as a qualified

pharmacist you could probably expect a starting

salary equivalent to around £20,000 to £30,000

(in today’s money) depending on the area of

pharmacy you choose to work in. After 10 years

you could expect to be earning the equivalent 

of anywhere between £35,000 and £60,000 

(in today’s money). Pharmacy technicians could

expect a starting salary equivalent to around

£13,000 - £15,000 rising to £25,000 - £30,000

after 10 years (again, in today’s money).

WHERE COULD I WORK?
Pharmacists work in all kinds of places and work

very closely with doctors and nurses, often in

local health centres or local pharmacies. They

also work in local and National Health Service

(NHS) management, in NHS and private hospitals,

in the pharmaceutical industry and within

universities and colleges. Pharmacists also work

in specialist areas such as veterinary pharmacy

and in the armed forces. Others go on to careers

in Government departments and specialist

agencies. In short, the opportunities are endless!


